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IV. A Letter from Dr Peter Silveftre, E i?. 5\ to 
the Publifherjoncetning the State of Learnings 
and fever al particulars obferved by him lately 
in Italy. 

Since you defire to be more particularly informed 
of the Virtuofi I have feen in Italy \ and of the 
ftate of Learning there, chiefly as to Natural Philofo- 
p&j and Pfy/tcfc I fend you this, that you may take 
as a Supplement to my former Letter. 

When I came to Padua, I enquir'd for the moft 
Eminent men of that Umverfity. But it happened to 
be in vacation time, when moft people were out of 
Town. I was told that Srgnior Pompeio Sacchi was 
in Morea with the Proveditor General of that Country. 
I met at Venice Siguier Spoleti, I had feen in England. 
He was juft. going to Condantinople with the Cavalier 
Swanzoy who was fent thither Ambafladour from the 
Republick. I could have wifhed to have feen at Padua 
Signior Gmlielmm, who has been lately caH'dup from 
Bonohia. He is efteem'd an excellent Mathematician. 
Befides his two Books de aquarum jiuentium Menfura, 
and his EpiJloU Hjdrojiatk^ he has publiftul a Trea- 
tife that I (end you, Delia Natura de ifiumi in 4 ° . 

I writ to you I had feen at Bononia Signior Sbaragli. 
There is a Second Letter of his de Recentiorum Medi- 
corum Studio », and de Qeneratione Vivipera Seep ft s^ &c. 
both printed at Vienna* 

He is certainly a man of Wit and Learning 5 but I 
found at Rome and in other places moft Phyficians an- 
gry with him, for having abusM the defervedly fa- 
mous MalpighL I took notice in the Univerfity of 
this Infcription made in commendation of the laft. \t 
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is in the Upper Gallery upon a large Bafs painted in 
Frefco, with fome figures about it 

B M. 

Virtu ft &fam£ in JEvum mmfum InclytiViri M> 
Malpighii, Medicine Profejfforis Celeberrimi y utraque Ar- 
tijlarum, Uniuerftas I* K Anno falntix 1683. 

And a little lower, 

Miraris breve Lemma ? Nomen in gens ornarl negat: 
ejifatis referri. Jujfum CsteratacereMarmor. Omnis Mai- 
pighium loquetnr Mtas* 

I was acquainted; at Rome with Monfagnior Tozzi, 
Chief Phyfician to the laft Pope, with Sinibaldi, Bagli* 
vi, and Lancifii This fliew^d me fome Differtations he 
had begun to write, wherein he proves a priori the ne~ 
ceffity and ufefulnefs of Bleeding. He fhew'd me alfo 
thefe Mhlpighiu/s Confilia, that I fpoke to you about in 
my laft, and fome other Opufcula, he promised to fend 
me, and among the reft an Anfwer to Sbaragli's Second 
Letter de Recentiorum Medicorum Studio^ Fabretti dyed 
while I was there, above 73 years old. He was 
about a Defcription cf ancient Rome, and of the Ager 
Romans. It is to be fear'd this Work of his will 
be loft, or have the fame fate with moft Pofthu- 
mous Works, which are generally very imperfed, the 
Authors having not had time enough to fibifh them. 
I had a very particular acquaintance with a Learned 
BenediBine Monk D. Bernard de Monfaucon: He had 
been fent from France into Italy by the Congregation of 
St Manr^ to fearch into all the Libraries, and gather 
all the Works of the Ancient Fathers, that were never 
printed 5 and he told me he had found out fome of 

St AthanafiusfitBajiliusfit Gregorim~Nazian%enus$tJohn 
CBryfoJlomur^nd other Greek fathers, with a great many 
of the Writers of the middle age.He will publifh hislti- 
mrarium Italicum^ and in another Volume give in the 
iotm pf a Spiahgium^ all thefe pieces he has copied. 
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But what is mere to the purpofe, he defigns to print a 
Catalogue of the MSS. of all the Libraries that are in 
Italy, and more particularly of thofe Libraries that 
hitherto have been lefs known : a % confiderable Col- 
le&ion of Infer options that never were printed, or 
elfe have teen miferably debas'd in Gruterus, Reinefius, 
Spon 5 and laftly give an Account of fome old Coins, 
ancient Weights and Meafures, and feveral other cu- 
riofities relating to Sacred andProfane Antiquity. 

I went feveral times to rhe Roman College, to fee Fa- 
ther Philip Bonnani : He is Keeper of the Mufienm 
Kircherianum,whete, befides many Antiquities,are to be 
feen fome rarities of Art and Nature; F, Bonnani has 
added to it a great quantity of Shells, Ores and Mar- 
cajfites : He is now bufie in continuing the Bibliotheca 
SocietatisJeJu,bcgxm by RebadeneiraSothwell andAlegambe. 

A friend of mine did receive a Letter from F. Bocco- 
ne, who is now at Palermo, and with it a parcel of 
Gummi Sumach. I have given you fome of this Gumm. 
It is efteemed a great adttringent, and very fit for Rup- 
tures, if applied in the form of a Plaifter, 

I was mightily furpriz'd when I came' to Naples, to 
find a great many perfons applying themfelves to the 
Corpufcularphilofophy and Maihemaiicks.Thcy own d to 
be obliged for it to Tho. Cornelius Confentinns, who begun 
firft to introduce thern, and to Uonado di Capoa, who 
followed hisfteps. This great man died three years 
ago. I was acquainted there with Signior Jofeph Fk- 
leta, a Gentleman who has a very good Library, and 
has learnt a little Englijh, on purpofe to underftand 
Englijh Books, for which he has a very great value. 
He lent me a Manufcript of his, that he will fpeedily 
publifh. His defign is to commend and encourage 
the Experimental Philofophy. I faw Tho. Don&elli, A* 
mllo di Napoli , Ottavio Sandoro, and feveral other 
learned Phyficians. Signior John Baptijl GamierL one 
of them has feveral Confilia MSS. of the famous 
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M. Aurelius Severinus^with fome Papers relating to a fe- 
cond part Severinm intended to make de recondita Ab* 
fceffitum Natura. He ipoke to me of another Book; 
he did not know whether it had been printed or 
no. Here is the Title : 11 Medico d river fo^ e dijin- 
ganno d'al Medicar crudo, del M. A. Sever it? o*. If any 
Bookfeller would undertake a new Edition of Sever?- 
nus his Works, I do not queftion but Signior Gamier i 
would oblige the publick withthefe. 

I fa w there alfo FGiann ^aJefuit 3 who has written 
Pifcatoria & Nautiva* His Bellicorum Lib. xii. juft 
came out, and now in another Poem he is going to 
defcribe the Art of War by Sea. 

I did ; not ftay long enough at Pifa to be acquainted 
with the Virtuofi of that Academy. Bellini is now 
Profejfor emeritus, and Phyfician to the Grand Duke. 
Del Papain Phyfician to the Cardinal de Medick. Be- 
tides the Anatomift Zambecary, they (poke to: me with 
great encomium of Signior Pafchafio Gianeti, Profeflbr 
of Natural Philofophy. I was feveral times at Flo* 
rence with Signior Antonio Magliabechi ; but Signior 
Viviani I did not fee. He is very old. I fend you a 
Book of F. Grandi.Solutio Geometrica Problematam Vivi- 
amorum in 4 ° . This F- Grandi is now at Rome, in 
the Convent of Sm Gregorio de PP. CamaldolenjL 

I met at Genoua ah old acquaintance of mine, Mon~ 
fieur Defnoms a French man. He is Ledtor of Anatomy 
there, and Chief Surgeon to the great Hofpital. I was 
very curious to fee fome of his preparations, and I 
mull confefs, I did wonder when he fhew'd me not 
only all the Mnfcles, with the diftribution of the 
Nerves and Bhod-vejjels but even the interna Vifcera, 
to finely done in Wax of the Natural Colour, that I 
could hardly diftinguifh it from a Corps newly in- 
balm cl This has coft him a great deal of time and 
money. If there was half a dozen of thefe Wax Cartr 
%x, in feveral views, to fhew at anytime thsftrufture 
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of Humane Bodies, it would not only fhorten the ftudy 
of Anatomy, but befides make it a great deal iefs nautV- 
ous to the Beginners. 

I found upon enquiry that Surgery is but indifferent- 
ly pra&is'd' all over Italy. It feems very ftramge in 
that Country, where have been fuch eminent Men, as 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Fallopius, Taliacotius, both 
Marchettk, M. A. Sever inns , &c. M. Dm fan, a French 
Surgeon at Rome^ having made with good fuccefs the 
future of one of the Tendons Extenforis Communis digi* 
torum, it was look'd upon by feveral Italians almoft as 
a piece of Witchcraft. There is indeed a famous Li- 
thotomifi at Florence, Signior Colechiani ^ but in moft 
even of the greateft Cities, they have only Noninos. 
By that name they mean the Natives of Norcia, a little 
Town in the ftate of the Pope, where laying afide fome 
few Priefts, Lawyers and Tradefmen, all the peo- 
ple of the Town are bred up Operators for the Stone, 
Qatar aBs and Ruptures. 

Since I have begun to fpeak of Surgery, I will com- 
municate to you an obfervation I made upon the Bron* 
chocele,, a diftemper very frequent all over Lombardy, 
and Savoy. By the difpofition of this tumor* I am fa- 
tisfyd it has principally its feat in the GlanduU thyroi 
de£, and fometimes too, but very Teldom, in the Pa- 
rotis Conglobata. I could plainly fee the Parotides Lon- 
glomerats were no ways concern d. This I have 
obferv'd in feveral Bronchoceles of a very great bignefs, 
I conceive thefe tumors ("that are generally attributed 
to the Water the People drink, that is melted 
Snow J do proceed a Lentote Lymphs, which by de- 
grees extend the folliculi Glandularum membranofi x and 
being there congeal'd, hardens them to that degree, 
that an inveterate Branchocele is almoft like a Scone. 
But why thefe Spellings are to be feen no where elfe, 
but in thefe glands of the Neck, it is difficult to give a 
good reafon4t may be the natural conformation of the 
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%UnduUThjrmde£, (who being harder and of a more 
ToJid fubftance than other glands, give fooner a (top 
to the Lympha Lenta & Vifcida) is the occafion of this 
tumour always beginning and fettling there. Do&or 
Wharton Adenpgrap. Cap. XfULhas taken notice of 
that difference of fubftance. £>uoad Carman* earum 
(T hyroidearumj fiubfiantiam y ea mnlto magis fangubtea 
eft, qnatn atjupvis alius glandule, vifcidior quoque^folidi- 
or, ac fimilior Carni Mufofie. Hoc folummodo. interest 
quod non fit fibrofa, fed potius glutinofa, quo nomine par- 
tes ejus fir miter inter fe coherent > & culteUo quoque inter 
fecandum multum refiftunt. I give you only this as a 
Conje&ure of mine, and leave it to your Confiderati* 
on. I am, 

Sir, 
London, O&ob. 15. 1700- 

I fend you herewith feme NaturalCuriofities I brought 
with me from Italy, for the Repofitory of the R. S* 

Terra foliata Bituminofa. P. Boccone. 

This Earth comes out of Sicily. It had a very ftrong 
Bituminous fmell, when it was firft given me 5 but be- 
ing kept in a box with other Drugs, it has alrnoft loft 
its fcent. 

Lapis Bezoarticus foffilis Siculus P. Boccone, 

Gummi Sumach. 
This was fent from "Palermo by p. Boccone, who 
believes it is not to be found in Italy. He wrote that 
they made a Cerat with it very good for Ruptures. 

Sal Montis Vefuvii. 

This Salt is found in pretty large Lumps after 

Mount 
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Mount VeftwtHs has fpued out a vail quantity of Allies, 
The great Rains that fall upon thefe Allies makes a 
fort of Lees, which left in the hollow places are eva- 
porated by the heat of the Sun, and there remains this 
Urinous Salt, whofe tafte is fomething like Sal Armo- 
niac. It was very hard and folid,but I found it began 
to be moift in wet weather, fo I keep it clofe in a 

Bladder. 

Alumetf* 
At the Sulfatara between Naples and Puzzolo they 
make Alum in this manner. In Summer time they ga- 
ther as much as they have occafion for of an Earth 
that is there in the middle of a large Area, and they 
keep it in a dry place. They put it in Lead Coppers of 
a good thicknefs,and powr upon it Rain-water, which 
is alfo impregnated with the fame Mineral. For that 
purpbfe they take great care to dig fome large holes to 
prelerve in them the Rain-water, andthey carry ic to 
a large Ciftern by the Coppers. There is now fix of 
thefe, two large ones,- and four of a lefler fize. They 
take away the Earth when the Lixivium is made, and 
as it grows ftronger by Evaporation, they put it from 
one Copper into another, till it is fufficiently evaporated. 
Then they take it out and convey it into a wooden 
Tub, where after it is cool'd, you fee the Alum ftick 
to the fides in the form ot Cryftals. But the moft re- 
markable thing is, that thefe Coppers are plac'd upon 
fome of the great Spiracula, and that without any ex- 
pence in fuel, only by the violent heat of thefe efflu- 
via the Evaporation is conftantly made fufficient for 
that Criftallization. All this Laboratory where are 
the Coppers and the Ciftern, with the Tubs is only 
til'd over. The Governours of the great Hofpital of 
the Annunchta, who have been at the Charge of this 
ingenious Contrivance, do make now about three or 
four hundred pounds a year by it, 
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Sulphur. 

All Summer long fome Labourers dig up and down 
in feveral places of the feme Area, as if it was in a 
Kitchin-garden, and by thofe means they give way to 
the copious fulphureous Streams that are within the 
bowels of all this Mountain. Then out of the fuper- 
ficies of that Earth by the means of Earthen Pots they 
fublime the Brirnftone. 

Sal Armoniacum Natimfft* 

At the mouth of the largeft Spiracula, where is an 
exceffive heat, and a continual noife and fmoak, is 
found a fort of a Native Sal Armoniac : It (eems the 
copious Steams come out in forma liquida, for if you 
put in a Key, a Sword, or any thing folid, thefe ef- 
fluvia will ftick immediately to it, and drop down like 
Water. All this Mountain ought to be extraordinary 
full of mineral f ubftances, for we fee thefe effluvia when 
they are fublim'd to the top of the Spir acuta do ftick 
there to Tiles or Stones, where they form this Salt, 
of which they gather yearly, about two hundred 
pounds weight It has much of the tafte of the facti- 
tious Si! Armoniac, and as a Learned Phyfician told 
me, being ftill'd in a Sand Furnace, it yields a Volatile 
Urinous Spirit abfolutely- like Sal Armoniac, as to the 
fenfible qualities, and all other effects : He only ob- 
ferv'd that Spirit had fomething^aluminous in it, and 
that to corred it they us'd to add. a greater quantity 
of quick Lime, or Sal Tartari, than in the common 
Spirit's diftillation. 
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